— 


UNION CAME TO WEST 


ALEXANDER 
W. P. Gilmor & J. L. Hunter 
fie NEWS . . Selma Attack on 
Leadership (7) . . Charlotte 


Bids for Board (3) 
. Planned Parenthood (6) 


' cw J. B.—Shack Amid the Ruins 
‘ ... . Kenneth J. Foreman 
EZ CALENDAR 
AIeIQI] Ay psaeatug ayng 


MARTIN COLUMN. . . 





— 


— a EDITORIAL 
Continuing The Presbyterian | ripune Statistical Ethics? 
Cause of Alcoholism... . 


VOLUME 141 NOVEMBER 2, 1959 NUMBER 39 








\ 


ei fee 
et \ 08 
, YN . ‘ l33 j 


\ 'y 


Anything of Your Father? 


A friend told me that once he found himself with an evening on his 


hands between trains in a city away from home. He thought of going 


to a movie but he remembered that an old gentleman, a friend and 
contemporary of his father’s, lived there. His father had died some 
years before, and he thought it would be like a visit with his father 
to go out and see the old friend. So he telephoned, told the old 
gentleman who he was, and asked if he might come out. He took a 
cab to the address and rang the doorbell. The old gentleman answered 
the door and swung it open. Before shaking hands or speaking any 
word of greeting, he stood back and looked his guest up and down. 
My friend said he began to wonder if his suit was not pressed or his 
hair not combed, or just what was the matter. He said he had never 
been subjected to such close examination. Finally the old man shook 
his hand and said, “Well I was just looking to see if there is anything 
of your father in you.” § I’ve thought a lot about that: “Just wanted 
to see if there is anything of your father in you.” “That which is 


> 


born of the spirit is spirit.” He that is born from above will have 
something of the life that comes from above. . . . § How can I know 
that I have been born again? Well, it is really very simple. Sit down 
and close your eyes and see yourself in the mirror of memory, and find 
out if there is anything of your Father in youu—JoHN A. REDHEAD 
in Putting Your Faith to Work, just published by Abingdon Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. 











Letters to the Editors 





Only One Side Heard from in Discussion 





Tobacco Issue 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Thanks for “acceding” to requests to 
publish the articles on tobacco in the 
October 19 issue of Tue OUTLOOK. 

It seems to me that it is past time for 
us “broad minded” Presbyterians to quit 
playing ostrich on the subject of tobacco. 
Is not our stand on tobacco today very 
similar to that of some early Christians 
who deliberately took up drinking for the 
sole reason that they desired not to be 
identified with some of the more puritan- 
ical Christians? 

If tobacco is harmful to the body and 
we continue to use it knowing that it is 
is this not sin? If tobacco is offensive 
to others and we continue to use it re- 
gardless of the feelings of others—is this 
not sin? If tobacco so enslaves us to the 
extent that our efficiency is lowered and 
we become nervous and restless when 
deprived of it for a short while, and yet 
we continue to use it—is this not sin? 
If tobacco does not glorify God and lend 
honor to his name and promote his King- 
dom, yet we continue to use and promote 
it, whether by growing, selling, advertis- 
ing, or working in it—is this not sin? 

How can we ministers use tobacco or 
support it, even if we support it only by 
our silence? How can we preach on the 
proper stewardship of the body, considera- 
tion for others, thralldom only to the 
Lord, and man’s chief end, and use or 
approve the use of tobacco in its most 
common form today? 

Our Board of World Missions has $37,- 
122.26 invested in tobacco securities, our 
Board of Annuities & Relief has $215,308, 
and our Board of Christian Education has 
$37,913.60. Why not set up bars in our 
church basements to finance our mission- 
aries overseas? 

The North Carolina Conference of the 
Methodist Church voted without dissent 
some time ago to sell its stock in the 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company because 
of its opposition to tobacco. I intend to 
move our presbytery (Suwannee) to over- 
ture our next General Assembly to have 
our Boards dispose of these securities. I 
pray that others in other presbyteries will 
do the same. 

JIM WALKUP. 
Live Oak, Florida. 


Note to Ministers 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please accept my expression of appre- 
ciation for the space given to “An Open 
Letter to Christians Who Smoke,” and let 
me commend the courage of Joseph M. 
Hopkins, who frequently says in public 
what many others agree to, but fear to 
say. 

In reading the article I looked in vain 
for a reference to the pastor who fails 
to consider what his smoking does to the 
parents who have tried to teach their 
children the objections to the use of to- 
bacco, only to find that the pastor uses 
the weed, and undercuts all they have 
attempted to do, because the children have 
also been taught to look up to the pastor. 

I also missed the reference to ministers 
by the dozen (most numerously seen at 
high-level committee meetings) who can’t 
stand it to sit through a morning meeting 
without leaving for a smoke, biting their 
nails or getting highly nervous and un- 
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seated. Then next Sunday they preach, 
“Be not conformed, but be transformed,” 
or something about not being slaves to 
things of the flesh. 

MALCOLM S. ALEXANDER. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

, I appreciate your asking OUTLOOK 
readers to face up to the smoking problem. 
I was a bit taken aback when I read some 
of the material from [a church-related col- 
lege] that gave the idea that smoking is 
just the thing. I hope you will continue 
to be of influence along this line until 
our people and institutions realize that 
this habit cheapens and, indeed, cuts into 
spiritual development... . 

READER. 

The article, “An Open Letter to Chris- 
tians Who Smoke,” was outstanding. I 
would like to have 200 copies for my con- 
gregation if you reprint it. 

Your paper is one of the great assets of 
the church. ... 

RoOcKBRIDGE BATHS, VA. 


If copies of the “Open Letter” and re- 
lated material are available I would like 
to get 20 copies. ... 

Huco, OKLA. 

NOTE—A limited quantity of copies of 
this issue is available: minimum order, 10 
for $1. 


“Rigged” Church Budget? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

This letter needs to be written and I 
am the logical one to write it. I have all 
the facts in these cases of what happened 
in two of our larger’ Presbyterian 
churches. 

The daily papers say some of our Pres- 
byterian ministers are shocked to hear of 
the rigging of the TV programs where 
large amounts of money were won by 
contestants. The public at large is shock- 
ed and disappointed although the money 
won was paid by the sponsors of the 
program. 

As a church member in good standing I 
have been shocked at the “rigging of the 
budget” in at least two Presbyterian 
Churches where I had my membership. 
I know the Book of Church Order and I 
have the facts to prove the law was vVio- 
lated in both cases. Without giving all 
the details as I know them I shall just say 
the budget was not presented to be voted 
on by the members although the minister 
was given a large raise in salary. When 
the officers were asked to present the 
budget there was “rigging” to hide some 
of the salaries paid the personnel includ- 
ing the minister. The minute one mem- 
ber asked for an explanation of one item 
an elder seated on the front for the pur- 
pose moved the budget be accepted and 
another of course was there to second it. 
I have been told that everything is so 
“cut and dried” that there are times when 
even it becomes unnecessary for the Ses- 
sion to meet. A few have decided before- 
hand what is going to be done. An elder 
friend of mine in another town sent me 
word that it made him sick every time he 
went to a meeting so he joined the Lu- 
theran Church and has not been sick 
since. He was one of the most faithful 
and sincere elders I ever knew, tithing for 
twenty years and never missing the prayer 


service where I attended for twenty years. 

In one of our largest Presbyterian 
churches the minister was given $1,000 
out of the treasury (by consent of one or 
two elders) without a vote of either the 
deacons or the congregation. When I 
asked the chairman of the Board of Dea- 
cons about it he denied it and said it was 
some more of my gossip. I then informed 
that brother that the church treasurer, 
a deacon, had admitted to me over the 
phone that he had written the check for 
$1,000 during the summer. I can supply all 
details of these transactions and I am 
shocked to know what goes on. 

Members are losing respect for the 
church because of the rigging of the 
budget and it is high time church officers 
and ministers alike become honest. It 
is good to know that the new moderator 
favors women officers as we need to be 
rid of some of the elders and deacons 
now serving. 

SnHockKeEp CHURCH MEMBER. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA, to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


NOVEMBER, 1959 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), All People 
That on Earth Do Dwell, Hymnbook 24. 
November Emphasis (U. S.), Stewardship 

and Every Member Canvass. 
Nov. 1-30, Religion in American Life 


Month. 

Nov. 6, World Community Day. 

Nov. 8, Stewardship Sunday (U. S. & 
UPUSA). 


Nov. 8-15, American Education Week. 

Nov. 11, Veterans’ Day. 

Nov. 22, Homes Sunday (U.S.); National 
Missions Day (UPUSA); Thanksgiving 
Sunday. 

Nov. 22-29, Annual Share Our 
Appeal, Church World Service. 

Nov. 26, Thanksgiving Day. 

Nov. 26-Dec. 25, Worldwide Bible Reading 
Month. 

Nov. 29, Evangelism Sunday (U.S.). 


DECEMBER, 1959 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), 0 Little Town 
of Bethlehem, Hymnbook 171. 
Dec. 2-3, General Board, NCC, Detroit, 
Mich. 
Dec. 6-13, Universal Bible Week. 


Surplus 


Dec. 7-11, Home Missions-Foreign Mis- 
sions joint assembly, NCC, Atlantic 
City. 


Dec. 8, Friends of the World Council of 
Churches, New York. 
Dec. 8, Denominational 
Evangelism, New York. 
Dec. 9-11, Dept. of Stewardship and Be- 

nevolence, NCC, New York. 

Dec. 10, United Nations Human Rights 
Day. 

Dec. 12-14, World Presbyterian Alliance 
Theological Commission of the Euro- 
pean Area, Geneva. 

Dec. 20, Christmas Sunday. The White 
Gift (UPUSA); Joy Gift for Ministerial 
Relief (U.S.). 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day. 

Dec. 27, Student Homecoming Sunday 
(UPUSA); Christian Student Sunday 
(U.S.). 

Dec. 27-Jan. 1, 18th SVM Quadrennial 
Conference on the Christian World 
Mission, Athens, Ohio. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e CHURCH CONSTRUCTION totalled an 
estimated $86,000,000 in September, ac- 
cording to official reports (to make the 
record this year $687,000,000), a 10% 
increase over the first nine months of 
1958. e Mrs. DouciAs Horton 
(the former Presbyterian Mildred Mc- 
Afee) of Randolph, New Hampshire, 
has been elected the first woman president 
of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions (Congregational- 
Christian). ... e PROTESTANT Episco- 
PAL headquarters, in New York City since 
1820, will be continued there with plans 
being made to erect a new building, prob- 
ably in the Lincoln Square redevelop- 
ment area. ... @ EXEMPTION OF RELI- 
cious, charitable and other organizations 
from the collection of sales tax on din- 
ners and socials has been repealed by the 
Ohio State Tax Department. At the same 
time the Civil Rights Commission of Ohio 
has exempted religious, educational and 
charitable from the state’s new Fair Em- 
ployment Practices law. e THE 
WASHINGTON STATE Supreme Court has 
ruled that except for one phase, Spo- 
kane’s “released time” program for the 
religious education of public pupils is 
constitutional. The practice of distribut- 
ing cards in schools and making an- 
nouncements or explanations to obtain 
parents’ consent for pupil’s participation 
must be continued. ... e A TExAs Bap- 
TIst college (Wayland) has rejected a 
$686,000 Federal loan originally sought 
for three new buildings rather than ‘‘com- 
promise” historic Baptist advocacy of 
church-state separation. ... e CIvic AND 
RELIGIOUS leaders of New York have 
joined in dedicating the site of the Protes- 
tant chapel to be built at Idlewild Inter- 
national Airport early next year. This 
contemporary building will provide fa- 
cilities for private meditation at all hours 
and for stated services on Sundays and 
special days. e LEADERS OF THE 
State Baptist Convention of North Caro- 
lina are looking into complaints that 
National Guard drills on Sunday are 
keeping members from attending church. 











CHARLOTTE BID. Citizens of Char- 
lotte, N.C., have offered the Presbyte- 
rian, U. S., Board of Christian Education 
$250,000 and a site if the board will 
move there instead of building a new 
headquarters building in Richmond, Va. 
A board committee will study the offer 
and report to the February meeting. 


Korean Officials Pay Tribute 
To Work of Protestant Missions 


SEOUL, KorEA (RNS)—In a unique 
tribute to Protestant missions, the Re- 
public of Korea sponsored a nationally- 
publicized 75th anniversary celebration 
of the opening of Protestant missionary 
work in this country. 

Some 2,500 people crowded Seoul’s 
Yongnak Presbyterian Church to hear 
high government officials express appre- 
ciation for the planting of Protestant 
Christianity in Korea, an event which 
Dr. Song C. Chun, director of the Office 
of Public Information, called ‘‘a turning- 
point in the history of this country, po- 
litically, economically and culturally.” 

Other top officials participating in the 
service were: Chai Yu Choi, Minister 
of Education, and In Kyu Choi, Minister 
of Home Affairs. Ki Poong Li, Speaker 
of the House, sent a special message of 
congratulations. 





Anglican Committee Urges 
New Study of Suicide 


Lonpon (RNS) — Attempted suicide 
should no longer be considered a crime 
in this country and sometimes is not a 
sin, a Church of England committee said 
in a study published here. 

Under British law, suicide and at- 
tempted suicide are crimes unless the per- 
petrators are declared of unsound mind. 
The law even provides for penalties 
against the estate of the deceased. 

The five-member committee suggested 
that the church re-examine its traditional 
attitude that, apart from martyrdom or 
self-sacrifice to a religious cause, suicide 
is sinful. 

Anglican Archbishop Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher of Canterbury appointed the com- 
mittee in 1958 after the question was 
argued in Parliament and also became 
the subiect of extensive debate in public. 

“The law, as it stands,” the members 
said, “is out of date and ineffective. It 
no longer presents the considered attitude 
of our society. As a result of the develop- 
ment of psvchiatrv, it can be granted on 
all sides that many cases of suicide and 
attempted suicide should never be legally 
assessed at all, nor religiously con- 
demned.” 

Most suicides are caused by deep frus- 
tration or maladjustment, the committee 
said, and responsibility is never easy to 
place. 


All Protestant missionaries in Korea, 
about 500 altogether, were invited to a 
day of celebration in Seoul which in- 
cluded, besides the anniversary cere- 
monies at the church, dinner at the Office 
of Public Information’s Korea House, 
and an evening of entertainment at the 
state-owned Wongaksa Theater provided 
by a glittering assembly of Korea’s most 
famous musicians and folk dancers. 

“Today we honor those who do not 
seek honors,” said In Kyu Choi, address- 
ing the missionaries. “We shall never 
forget the sacrificial labor of your pio- 
neers, whose names have become a part 
of our own history.” 


More Seminary Students 


Hailing the Protestant Church as “one 
of the strong bulwarks of our republic,” 
the Home Minister said that there are 
more Protestant seminary students in 
Korea at present than in any other coun- 
try in Asia, Africa or Latin America. 

“The influence of the Christian faith,” 
he continued, “thas penetrated every phase 
of Korean life and culture. In the field 
of social health and welfare, from the 
very beginning Christian missionaries 
have stood in the forefront of our coun- 
try’s continuing battle against disease 
and death.” 

He praised three of Korea’s Protestant 
colleges, Yonsei and Ewha (both inter- 
denominational), and Soongsil (United 
Presbyterian, USA), for bringing modern 
educational methods and standards to 
Korea and credited the Christian church 
with first opening the doors of education 
in Korea to women. : 

“Of the 33 signers of the Korean Dec- 
laration of Independence in 1919,” he 
added, ‘15 were Protestant Christians.” 


Sixty Are Honored 

Sixty missionaries were singled out 
for special honor in having served 30 or 
more years in Korea, or as second or 
third-generation missionaries in this 
country. 

President Gerog L. Paik of Yonsei 
University, in an address, surveyed the 
75-year history of the rise of the Korean 
church since Horace Allen, pioneer Pres- 
byterian missionary from Ohio, first 
opened Korea to evangelical Christianity 
in 1884, with his “missionary zeal and 
surgical skill’? as court physician. 








REFORMATION EMPHASIS 
Fry in Seattle 


SEATTLE, WASH. (RNS)—Christianity 
and democracy are complementary, 
Franklin Clark Fry, president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, said 
here. 

He told 6,000 persons at Seattle’s an- 
nual Reformation Festival in the Civic 
Auditorium that “these two belong to- 
gether—they are two faces of the same 
coin.” 

Speaking before a 10-foot gold cross 
against a red backdrop, Dr. Fry said 
that “democracy comes organically out 
of the life in Christ. It is born out of 
the body of the Christian church.” 

He said, “The idea of equality is 
almost a foolish thought in relation to 
anything except religion. You must look 
through the eyes of Christian faith to 
discover equality among men.” 

Evangelical Christianity is also im- 
portant for democracy because it pro- 
duces a “trained and trusted intelli- 
gence,” Dr. Fry said. This arises out 
of the ‘‘conviction that men have to judge 
for themselves,” he added. 

Moreover, he continued, Christianity 
produces “respect for man,” another es- 
sential ingredient in democracy. “This 
is the hardest quality of all to maintain 
in our age,” he said. “Evangelical Chris- 
tianity insists that each man has a value 
all in himself, and expresses that convic- 
tion in a democratic church.” 


Niebuhr at Pembroke 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. (RNsS)—American 
Protestantism under democracy has shown 
a trend toward “fractionization” along 
with a movement toward unity, a Yale 
Divinity School professor said here. 





H. Richard Niebuhr, Sterling profes- 
sor of theology and Christian ethics, ad- 
dressed some 200 persons at Pembroke 
College. He cited the unity of Catholi- 
cism as proving that religious liberty in 
this country is not responsible for the 
multiplicity of Protestant groups. 

Speaking on “American Protestantism 
and Democracy,” he said, ‘Democratic 
freedom, however, has supplied the con- 
dition under which inherent tendencies 
toward fractionalization and division in 
Protestantism could have free sway.” 

“Some of the multiplicity of forms in 
faith and order in American Protestant- 
ism,” he said, “may be traced to the op- 
eration of free initiative in religious and 
moral as well as other forms of enter- 
prise. 

“Under conditions of freedom the in- 
herent weakness of Protestantism has 
become fully apparent. Protestantism in 
the United States seems to have moved 
from schism to schism, fallen prey to 
individualistic self-assertiveness, and lost 
its character as a church of Christ.” 


4 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 


serving on a radio-telephone panel: Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision, Participants here are: William 
B. Gaston of the editorial staff of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Christian Educa- 
tion; John M. Walker, Jr., First church, Roa- 
noke Rapids, N. C.; W. Kirk Allen, First 
church, Kingsport, Tenn. and E. T. Thomp- 
son of the faculty of Union Seminary, Va. 
Mr. X speaks for laymen. 


SOUL AFTER DEATH 
Where does the soul go after death 
to await resurrection to judgment? 
Gaston: There is a slight division in 
Christendom on this question. For the 
most part Christian scholars have be- 
lieved that the soul is in heaven with 
God, perhaps in a different sense from 
what it will be after the resurrection, but 
nevertheless with God and in joy. There 
are a few Christian thinkers who have 
thought that the soul is in sleep, but still 
in a state of blessedness. I believe this 
view was held by Martin Luther, but for 
the most part Christian thinkers have 
said that the soul or “self” enjoys im- 
mediate fellowship with God. As our 
Confession says, “The souls of believers 
are immediately made perfect in holi- 
ness. ~ 


BAPTISMAL FORMULA 
Which baptism is correct: Acts 
2:38 (in the name of Jesus) or Matt. 
28:19 (in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit)? What does it mean 
to be baptized in a “name” ? 


WaLKER: I think both of these are 
correct. The first reference, to be bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus, comes from 
Peter’s great speech. Peter was not talk- 
ing about the form of baptism, he was 
inviting men to come to Jesus Christ 
and get their baptism in that experience. 
The general formula that we use comes 
from the reference in Matthew, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. John Calvin says, for 
instance, that Peter was not talking about 
the form of baptism, so generally we use 
the Trinitarian form of baptism. What 
does it mean to be baptized in a name? 
It simply means, I think, that in the 
experience of baptism we are recognized 
as the property of God. To believe in the 
name of Jesus was tantamount to expres- 


Prof. Niebuhr added that “the move- 
ment toward integration in American 
Protestantism is no less striking than the 
movement toward disunity.” 

“It has organizational, doctrinal, eth- 
ical and ritual aspects,” he said, “but 
is perhaps particularly a movement to- 
ward the attainment of a common temper, 
and look and purpose, that do not need 
to be precisely formulated.” 


sion of complete loyalty to Jesus. That 
is what baptism is, and that’s why we 
can say we believe in the name of Jesus. 
That is the best thing about believing— 
it is not intellectual, it is resting your 
life and loyalty upon Christ. 

Mr. X: Baptism symbolizes the wash- 
ing away of sins. Without Jesus there 
would be no forgiveness of sin. 


ALLEN: And the coming of the Holy 
Spirit too. 

Mr. X: The two are tied so closely to- 
gether... 

ALLEN: Isn’t the Trinitarian state- 


ment simply a way of saying, We believe 
in God who is the Father, and God who 
is the Son and the Savior, and the Holy 
Spirit who lives within us. To be bap- 
tized into the Trinity means we believe 
in this God who is revealed to us in this 
way. 


KEYS OF DEATH AND HELL 


In Christ’s reference to the “keys 
of death and hell,’ how would you 
explain hell in this context ? 


Tuompson: This reference of the keys 
of death and hell is found in Rev. 1:18 
where the risen Christ is quoted as say- 
ing: “I died and behold I am alive for- 
evermore, and I have the keys of death 
and hell.” That is the way it is trans- 
lated in the King James Version, but in 
the Revised Standard Version, which 
gives us a more accurate translation, it 
reads, “I have the keys of death and 
hades.”” The word in the Greek is the 
word hades rather than the word hell. 
Hades was the abode of death, as under- 
stood by the views of the early Christians, 
not the place of punishment. Death in 
this particular verse applies to the con- 
dition of death, and hades, translated hell 
in the KJv, to the place of death. In 
other words, the words are really synony- 
mous—the keys of death and hades. The 
writer of the Revelation is saying that 
the Risen Christ has conquered death, 
from whatever angle we look at it, wheth- 
er we regard it as a state or as a place, 
and both are in the keeping, the control, 
of the Risen Lord. 

MoperaTor: So here we have a case 
where a more accurate translation clears 
up the puzzle for us. 

THOMPSON: Yes it does, as the Re- 
vised Version does in many other pas- 
sages. 

Mr. X: I think many of us have al- 
ways thought hades and hell were one 
and the same. I didn’t realize until now 
that there is a difference. I think the 
ignorance on the part of the uninitiated, 
or uneducated, frequently causes us an 
awful lot of difficulty. If we could take 
the time to have somebody explain these 
things to us it might simplify a lot of 
things for us. 
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e@ A look at how church union works 


at the level of two congregations 


Union Came to West Alexander 


HE LITTLE TOWN of West Al- 

exander, Pennsylvania, lies close to 
the West Virginia line. The Presbyte- 
rian, USA, and the United Presbyterian 
Churches here have forbears reaching 
back to the 1790’s. Since 1872, their re- 
spective houses of worship have stood 
on adjoining properties, separated by the 
no-longer-used Presbyterian cemetery. 

Through the years the two congrega- 
tions have maintained their separate de- 
nominational ways, uniting in seasonal 
observances and intermingling as people 
do in a small community. The members 
of the congregations were neighbors at 
worship and neighbors at home. As good 
neighbors, they worked side by side and 
visited one another. Of course, there were 
differences of opinion at times, but they 
were neighbors. 

The coming of church union on the As- 
sembly level was the occasion for a new 
look at the relation of our congregations 
on the local scene. Accordingly, on July 
1, 1957, the U.P. Session authorized dis- 
cussions to be opened with their Presby- 
terian neighbors to discover what sig- 
nificance the union, agreed upon by our 
General Assemblies, had for our two 
congregations located side by side in our 
small rural town. 


Exploratory Operation 

In response to a letter raising the ques- 
tion, the Presbyterian Session replied, 
“We as a Session, heartily favor the idea 
of our two congregations becoming one 
as our two denominations become one. 
We, therefore, instruct our moderator to 
confer with you about steps to be taken 
in exploring the union of our congrega- 
tions to form one new congregation.” 

Further communications were ex- 
changed. Joint committees conferred. 
Both congregations prepared and ex- 
changed recommendations that were sub- 
mitted to the members for study and 
action. These recommendations included 
such items as the size of the proposed 
Session and the proposed Board of Trus- 
tees. Included also, were suggestions 
concerning the uniting of the young peo- 
ple’s work, men’s work, women’s work, 
and the Sunday Bible schools. 

Of course, the approval of the two 
presbyteries concerned was needed. Since 
the U.P. Congregation was a member of 
the Wheeling Presbytery in the Synod 
of Ohio and the Presbyterian congrega- 
tion was a member of Washington Pres- 
bytery in the Synod of Pennsylvania, 
this posed a bit of a problem. Both pres- 
byteries, however, when asked, encour- 
aged the congregation to proceed toward 
what looked like eventual union. 

Previous to congregational meetings, 
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By WILLIAM P. GILMOR 
and JOSEPH L. HUNTER 


NOTE—The U. P. church of 
West Alexander reported last year 
a membership of 129, while the 
USA congregation reported 412. 
They had been called the West 
Alexander U.P. Church and the 
West Alexander Presbyterian 
Church (USA) before they united. 
The former USA pastor, Mr. Hun- 
ter, is now the pastor, and Mr. 
Gilmor is associate pastor.—Edi- 
tors. 


copies of all recommendations were made 
in sufficient number for distribution to 
members to acquaint them with what 
would be presented for consideration and 
action. No steps were taken by either 
congregation without official approval of 
the congregation at a duly called meeting. 
Throughout all discussion, it was empha- 
sized that there should be no compelling 
motive other than the will of God. 


Unanimous Agreement 

A splendid spirit was manifested by 
all concerned. It was thought, for ex- 
ample, that a new name should be found 
for the new congregation. The joint com- 
mittee recommended ‘Covenant Church.” 
The U.P.’s voted first on this matter and 
approved the new name. The Presbyte- 
rians considered and chose the name 
“The West Alexander United Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A.” The U.P.’s 
reconsidered, and without a dissenting 
vote, concurred with the Presbyterian 
choice. 


Union was a new experience for all of 
us. This union on the local level loomed 
larger in our thinking than any other 
phase of the union of the denominations. 
We were naive enough to think that with 
union approved we could proceed on the 
local level as the spirit moved us. It 
was agreed that to delay union after it 
had been agreed upon would be unwise. 

The General Assembly of 1958, how- 
ever, decided that no transfer of congre- 
gations from one presbytery to another, 
or from one synod to another, could be 
allowed before January 1, 1959. So, the 
legal union of the congregations had to 
be delayed. 

The joint committee felt, however, that 
it was possible to begin worshipping to- 
gether and working together. It was rec- 
ommended to the congregations that they 
begin this phase of the union at an early 
date. The congregations agreed and June 
15, 1958 was set for this momentous step 


The day agreed upon, June 15, 1958, 
was a beautiful day. That made the oc- 
casion even more pleasant. At the close 
of the Bible school period, the two con- 
gregations met at a half-way point be- 
tween the houses of worship. The pastors 
met and shook hands. Following the pas- 
tors, the two Sessions met, and behind 
them the two Boards of Trustees. Then 
behind them the members of the congre- 
gations met. The combined choirs led 
the procession of the intermingled Pres- 
byterians and United Presbyterians into 
the Presbyterian sanctuary singing, “All 
Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” There 
the united congregation kept the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. 

All of us felt that the Holy Spirit was, 
indeed, present and had guided each step 
of the way to this impressive service. The 
pastors presided side by side at the Lord’s 
Table. The elders of the united congre- 
gations served the bread and the cup side 
by side. In fact, it was difficult to believe 
there had ever been two separate congre- 
gations. 


After Six Months 


For six months the two congregations 
worshipped together and worked together. 
Then on January 1, 1959, the West Al- 
exander United Presbyterian Church was 
received into Washington Presbytery by 
action of the respective Synods and with 
the approval of the General Assembly. 
At the meeting of the newly-constituted 
Washington Presbytery, itself a united 
body of United Presbyterians and Pres- 
byterians, the union of our congregations 
was declared legal. This date was Jan- 
uary 20, 1959. 

The future of our united congregation 
is waiting to be written as tomorrows 
become todays and todays become yester- 
days. We believe that the Holy Spirit has 
led us all the way. We commit the future 
into his hands. Our prayer is, “God of 
our life, through all the circling years, 
we trust in thee.” 





Guest professors at Columbia Sem- 
inary in Decatur, Ga., this year will in- 
clude Vice-Principal Leon Morris of Rid- 
ley College, Melbourne, Australia, from 
January to June, and Princeton Sem- 
inary’s Professor Emeritus Henry S. 
Gehman during the winter quarter. For 
the Nov. 2-6 Ministers’ Week, Professor 
Paul Ricoeur of the Sorbonne and the 
Paris Protestant School of Theology has 
been added as one of the lecturers, in 
addition to Principal P. S. Glen of To- 
ronto, Professor Ernest A. Beatty of 
Davidson College, and Dean Ernest Gor- 
don of the Princeton University Chapel. 











PLANNED PARENTHOOD CALLED AN 
ANSWER TO POPULATION PROBLEM 


GENEVA (RNS)—Planned parenthood 
was defended by a group of Protestant 
and Anglican churchmen from the United 
States and eight other countries as en- 
tirely compatible with the Christian con- 
science and a major answer to the prob- 
lem of over-population in a _ world 
“which is presently experiencing an an- 
nual increase of 50 million persons.” 

Their views are expressed in a report 
based on discussions of “Responsible 
Parenthood and the Population Problem” 
which took place at Mansfield College, 
Oxford, England, last April under the 
sponsorship of the World Council of 
Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council. The report is published in 
the Ecumenical Review, the World Coun- 
cil’s quarterly organ, and made simul- 
taneously available here and in New 
York. 


Vast Repercussions 


Declaring that “the social, political, 
economic and even religious repercussions 
of the population explosion are vast and 
grave,” the reports says that “throughout 
the centuries, Christians have sought to 
relate the eternal truths of the gospel to 
the problems and perils of their times.” 

“Vet, it must be confessed,” the report 
stresses, “that in the past Christian 
thought, especially in the area of the fam- 
ily and its relationships, often clung to 
tradition without taking into account 
new knowledge. In the current age, God 
is calling upon us not to desert the eter- 
nal Christian truth, but to apply it to 
the changing circumstances of the modern 
world.” 

The report accepts the thesis that the 
limitation or spacing of children is 
morally valid, and asserts that there 
“appears to be no moral distinction be- 
tween the means now known or prac- 
ticed.” 

It is expressly stipulated that the re- 
port has not been adopted by any com- 
mittee of the World Council or the 
International Missionary Council, and 
does not represent the official views of 
either body. However, it is noted, the 
WCC Executive Committee has author- 
ized its publication as a document for 
study, especially by WCC member 
churches. 


Varied Membership 


The study group was made up of 21 
members and consultants, including the- 
ologians, doctors, economists and students 
of international affairs. Among the mem- 
bers was one Eastern Orthodox represent- 
ative — Greek Orthodox Archimandrite 
Emilian Timiades—who was reported as 
sharing concern over the need for respon- 
sible parenthood, but at the same time 
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drawing attention to “the different teach- 
ing and practice of the Orthodox Church, 
which holds that parents have not the 
right to prevent the creative process of 
matrimonial intercourse.” 

“God,” he is quoted as insisting, “has 
entrusted to them (the parents) this re- 
sponsibility for childbearing, with full 
confidence that his providence would take 
care of material and other needs.” 


The report of the study group is di- 
vided into three parts. The first part 
notes that “the application of science 
and technical progress in agriculture and 
industry and the maintenance of peace 
and international cooperation” will have 
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CHURCH-A-RAMA 


In the Roselle, N. J., church a 
week night “Church-a-rama” has 
proven to be an effective means of 
dramatizing something of the 
church’s program. An open house 
providing an opportunity to visit 
Sunday School departments, with 
kindergarten through junior groups 
in full session. Visitors were met 
at the door, formed into “tourist” 
groups, and shown carefully 
throughout the church building 
with guided tour comments. They 
saw the Sunday school in action 
and the church offices in full op- 
eration. In some of the larger rooms 
every area of the church’s work was 
on display in booths, tastefully ar- 
ranged and decorated, with each 
one manned by “experts” who 
“sold” their wares to the visitors. 
Missionary education was thus dis- 
played and explained, along with 
Stewardship and Evangelism. The 
youth program was “hawked” by 
people from a decorated booth. 
Church-related colleges, the Wom- 
en’s Association, the Men’s Club, 
Boy Scouts, and all the rest had at- 
tractive displays. The program 
opened at eight o’clock and ran 
for two hours, with smaller children 
being released after one hour. The 
pastor, Robert M. MacNab, report- 
ed enthusiastic participation and 
responses. Visitors were amazed at 
the large number of opportunities 
open to them. No money was in- 
volved in the presentation, no fees 
were charged, and there was no sale 
of anything except the work and 
program of the church. The tour 
was concluded with refreshments 
provided for all in the fellowship 
hall. 














to play a major role in dealing with the 
certainty of a rapidly increasing world 
population. But, on the other hand, it 
says, “no acceptable solution seems in 
sight without responsibility taken by in- 
dividual parents.” 

The second part of the report is de- 
voted to statements on Christian mar- 
riage and parenthood by various church 
bodies in which, it says, a recurrent 
theme is that “the realm of Christian 
freedom” includes, among other things, 
“considerable latitude of choice, when 
the motives are right, in regard to mu- 
tually acceptable and  non-injurious 
means to avert or defer conception.” 

“When deciding in conscience,” the 
report states, “Christians would have 
proper regard to their teaching or tradi- 
tion, if any, of their own church, and 
then offer their own decision to God in 
faith.” 


Personal Decision 


In its third and most lengthy section, 
entitled “The Meaning of Responsible 
Parenthood,” the report says that respon- 
sible parenthood gives “the power . 
to lift the begetting of children out of 
the realm of biological accident, or ‘fate,’ 
into the realm of personal decision.” 

Carried further, the report continues, 
this power “enables the husband and wife 
to decide, within the providence of God, 
whether any one act of intercourse shall 
be for the enrichment or expression of 
their personal relationship only, or for 
the begetting of a child also.” 

In regard to the questions, “How many 
children?” and “At what intervals?” the 
report cites a number of considerations, 
including the right of children to proper 
care in infancy and youth, and “the needs 
of the social order of which the family 
forms part.” 

It says, “There are factors of special 
urgency in regions where a rapid multi- 
plication of population co-exists with 
poverty, insufficient supplies of food and 
other necessities of life and a low poten- 
tial for rapid economic development.” 


Concluding Appeal 


The report is concluded by an appeal 
to Christians in wealthier regions to “help 
their fellows in less developed lands to- 
ward conditions in which they can enjoy 
the freedom to make personal conditions 

. and to exercise responsible parent- 
hood for themselves.” 

Countries represented at the study con- 
ference were, besides the United States, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Holland, 
Germany, Sweden, The Philippines, In- 
dia and Nigeria. The conference chair- 
man was Norman Goodall of London, 
secretary of the Joint Commission of the 
WCC and IMC. Richard M. Fagley of 
New York, executive secretary of the 
Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, served as the confer- 
ence’s secretary. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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ALABAMA LAYMAN MAKES ATTACK 
ON LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH 


Widespread publicity has been given 
to what is billed as a laymen’s move- 
ment originating in Selma, Ala., protest- 
ing an “ecclesiastical machine of liberal 
ministers’? which, it is claimed, has taken 
over and is determining the policies and 
programs of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. The attack is concentrated on 
Ernest Trice Thompson, currently moder- 
ator of the General Assembly, renewing 
charges of unorthodoxy which were first 
made by Elder Tom Glasgow of Char- 
lotte, N. C., in 1940. 

At that time Dr. Thompson voluntarily 
appeared before his presbytery (East 
Hanover) which found no substantiation 
of the charges. He was supported 
throughout the four controlling synods 
of Union Seminary (Va.) where he has 
taught for many years. His own Synod 
of Virginia, by a vote of confidence, re- 
elected him moderator even though he 
had served in that position only a few 
years before. This was the first and only 
time in the synod’s 153 years for a man 
to be re-elected moderator. 


Revives Old Charges 


John Ames of Selma says he has mailed 
the pamphlet to 30,000 church members, 
as the old charges are picked up once 
more. He says: 

“Because the conservative ministers and 
laymen of that day failed to support Mr. 
Glasgow, Dr. Thompson was allowed to 
continue as a professor at Union Sem- 
inary and to indoctrinate and influence 
with his liberal teachings and views over 
2,000 young ministers in our church and 
practically every DCE (director of Chris- 
tian education) in our church, to the ex- 
tent that under his leadership the liberals 
have now taken over the control of our 
General Assembly, boards, agencies, sem- 
inaries, colleges and conferences of our 
church.” 

The election of Dr. Thompson as mod- 
erator of the General Assembly, it is said, 
proves that the liberals have taken over 
the church. It is also claimed that the 
1954 action of the General Assembly 
supporting the principle of the Supreme 
Court desegregation decision is a further 
illustration. 

When Dr. Thompson was queried by 
reporters with regard to this development 
he said: 

“There is no such heirarchy in our 
chureh as he [Ames] claims. Apparently 
they are protesting actions taken by the 
General Assembly, the highest court of 
our church, which is composed of repre- 
sentatives elected by the presbyteries.” 
Left One Church 

Information from Selma, Ala., indi- 
cates that at present there is no mass 
movement supporting Mr. Ames, who is 
a business man, having inherited a bag 
manufacturing concern there. Last year 
he left the First Presbyterian Church of 
Selma ostensibly over the inauguration of 
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the Every Family Plan, which provided 
the Presbyterian Survey to the homes of 
that congregation. He became a member 
of the 88-member Woodland Heights 
church of Selma where Robert Moody 
Holmes is the minister. Mr. Holmes came 
into the Presbyterian Church, U. S., from 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church being 
a graduate of Bob Jones University, and 
Westminster Theological Seminary of the 
O. P. church. He is stated clerk of Tus- 
caloosa Presbytery. 

Mr. Ames refuses to give the names of 
any who may be associated with him in 
his organization. There are some people 
in the Selma area who regard his effort 
as largely a one-man enterprise. He 
attended the meeting of the Synod of 
Alabama held in Memphis last summer 
(OuTLooK, July 13) when the synod 
rejected (111-18) an effort to criticize 
the Presbyterian student program at Au- 
burn and to rebuke the minister to stu- 
dents there. 

The Selma, Ala., leader claims that 
his organization is related to similar 
groups in Jackson, Miss., Sumter, S. C. 
and Memphis. Manifestations from these 
groups have taken the form in the past 
of protesting the denominational teach- 
ing materials and General Assembly ac- 
tions on the race issue. 


General Council Chairman 


When the Ames attack was publicized 
in the newspapers churchmen were 
prompt to deny the charges. One of these 
was Emmett B. McGukin, Lynchburg, 
Va., pastor, who is chairman of the Gen- 
eral Council. Dr. McGukin defended 
the church’s leadership and declared that 
any such charges as had been made by 
Mr. Ames should be preferred in a church 
court if the group behind them is serious 
in its claims. 

At the same time Colonel Francis 
Pickens Miller, Charlottesville, Va., 
widely known layman and a denomina- 
tional representative on the central com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches, 
said of the Selma attack: 

“These people represent a tiny, dwin- 
dling minority in the church who do not 
speak for anybody but themselves; who 
never had a majority in the courts of the 
church and never will.” He said this 
effort is actually an attack upon the dem- 
ocratic form of the church’s government. 
Commissioners to the General Assembly, 
he pointed out, are elected by the pres- 
byteries with an equal number of min- 
isters and elders. In all the courts of 
the church, he said, the membership is in 
the same proportion. 

Hanover Presbytery, meeting on the 
same day the charges from Selma were 
publicized, adopted a resolution of con- 
fidence in Dr. Thompson by unanimous 


action, expressing “love and affection,” 
with no mention of the charges. 

A spokesman for The Presbyterian 
Journal, queried about the situation, de- 
clared that Mr. Ames was not at the an- 
nual supporters meeting held in Weaver- 
ville, N. C., in August, though his pastor, 
Mr. Holmes, was there. The same spokes- 
man denied rumors that the Selma pam- 
phlet had any relationship to the direc- 
tors of The Journal and he said that so 
far as he knew none of the mailing lists 
used in campaigns supported by The 
Journal had been made available for the 
Selma mailing. 


Brooks Hays Warns 
Against Sealing Lips 

Sat Lake City, Utan (RNS)— 
Brooks Hays, former Congressman from 
Little Rock, Ark., said here he has often 
warned fellow-Southerners “not to seal 
the lips of their ministers” on the issue 
of ending racial segregation. 

A self-styled “moderate” on integra- 
tion, Mr. Hayes told a session of the 
Utah Education Association convention 
that “‘when the good people of the South 
—God-fearing, Bible-reading and reared 
in a cultural atmosphere—become aware 
of things being out of harmony with their 
ideals, progress can be made.” 

“But they have to permit their spokes- 
men—both political and _ religious—to 
speak bravely and to point out that segre- 
gation is not a way of life, but a product 
of an unhappy political situation after 
the Civil War.” 

Past president of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention and now serving as its 
first permanent observer at the United 
Nations, Mr. Hays said he had several 
times cautioned groups in the South to 
“allow men of the cloth to speak with the 
voice of prophecy.” 

“However,” he added, “we will not be 
able to solve the problem unless the voice 
of prophecy is dynamic.” 

Stressing that the church has ‘fa mon- 
umental place’’ in solving the race prob- 
lem, he said “no political or economic 
pressure should be applied to the min- 
ister.” 





HOLLYWOOD 


On a nationwide scale, Protes- 
tant church groups have echoed 
Catholics in charging the movies 
with bad taste or worse and de- 
manding corrective action. So 
strong are the pressures that Eric 
Johnston, president of the Motion 
Picture Association of America, is 
in Hollywood for emergency ses- 
sions with studio executives. Now 
that films have slipped their re- 
straints, however, it seems unlikely 
that any concessions to censorship 
would be more than superficial and 
ephemeral. — PAauL NATHAN in 
Publishers’ Weekly. 
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EDITORIAL 


Statistical Ethics? 

The biggest publicity in the area of 
sex relations since the Kinsey studies will 
doubtless accompany the rec eption of 
Premarital Dating Behavior, by Winston 
Ehrman of Colorado State University 
and formerly of the University of Florida. 

Dr. Ehrman conducted a study, begun 
before the Kinsey volumes appeared, 
seeking to find from questionnaires and 
personal interviews just what is the situ- 
ation in regard to premarital sexual ac- 
tivities in dating—insofar as 1,000 col- 
lege students would tell him. 

He and other sociologists conclude that 
our society is woefully ignorant of current 
standards of behavior and unrealistic in 
its attitudes and the obvious implication 
is that we ought to adjust our ideals to 
what is, rather than to insist so much 
upon an absolute standard. 

Such a tremendous research effort as 
this will doubtless be of great value to 
technicians. One sociologist suggests that 
young people themselves may be able to 
learn a good bit from this book, as is 
undoubtedly true. The difficulty or dan- 
ger is that the information about “what 
to expect from a companion of a certain 
type in a certain relationship and prob- 
able next stages in an interaction process” 
may easily result in “selfish exploita- 
tion,” rather than the alternate result 
which is hoped—that by the availability 
of scientific knowledge this exploitation 
“may also be diagnosed, anticipated and 
avoided.” 

What concerns us about the Ehrman 
book, as with much of the Kinsey em- 
phasis, is the persistent suggestion that 
the standards and practices of so many 
people must, after all, be all right—the 
statistical findings on the absence of any 
sense of guilt in regard to premarital 
relationships on the part of a prepon- 
derance of those reporting. 
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Suppose they do feel all right about it, 
is that the ultimate criterion? Is there 
no judgment on human behavior higher 
than desire? Is this a valid test of 
other aspects of the doings of men? 


Side Effects 

Efforts on the part of some people with 
more “liberal” attitudes 
alcohol often take 


toward beverage 
the form of putting 
American Protestantism on the spot—at 
least that part of it that stresses the ideal 
of total abstinence. They insist that Ro- 
man Catholics and Jews are found to be 
Ucoholics less frequently than Protes- 
tants. Whether there are any statistics 
on this question is not known. Some au- 
thorities in the field insist no such infor- 
mation is now available. 

Meanwhile, a Yugoslav public health 
expert is quoted in the New Vork Times 
to the effect that the major factor in al- 
ism is the industrial revolution. He 
adds to the list: “divorce, alcoholism, 
mental disorders, deficient nutrition and 
juvenile delinquency.” These bad side 
effects, says Dr. Branko Kesic, are aligned 
with sorry monotony to those of other 
countries that began to industrialize more 
than a century ago. Except in Yugo- 
slavia, he said, they have erupted as na- 
tional pathological forces in the last 
twenty years. 

Dr. Kesic, who is professor of Hygiene 
and Social Medicine at the School of 
Public Health in Zagreb, called for the 
mobilization of all national forces to 
handle the problem brought about by 
industrialization. He said: 

“T mean an integrated medical program 
which includes curative, preventive and 
social services which should be under 
one health administration. ... 

“Alcoholism as a problem of national 
pathology only came with industry. Our 
peasants used to drink, but they were not 
alcoholics. Alcoholism is linked to the 
development of industry in all countries.” 


1 
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Surveys showed, he said, that young 
farmers flowing into industrial centers 
for work mixed with older workers whose 
own insecurity rubbed off on them and 
led them to drink. In some areas, where 
the percentage of males exceeded that 
of women, he said, “alcoholism was prev- 
alent.” 


Howerton and Montreat 


Once more, let us make an effort to 
have a accurate statement 
with regard to the relationship of J. R. 
Howerton to the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation. Last week we indicated that 
Dr. Howerton did not give his full-time 
to this work during his year of office but 
this is now shown to be incorrect for he 
did resign his First church, Charlotte, 
N. C., pastorate in 1906 to spend a 
year at Montreat in working toward the 
development of the center which he had 
begun. 


completely 


UPUSA Plan Book 


The 1959-60 Plan Book for the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, seems to be 
packed with more important information 
than ever. In addition to statistical and 
other information about the relation of 
the various boards and agencies to each 
other and the Assembly, there is also 
valuable material dealing with inter- 
church matters. Ilere will be found the 
- 


s of responsi! leaders, addresses, 
] 


program plans and sources of help. 


Alcohol Victims Seen 
Among Professionals 


LITTLE Rock, Ark. (RNS)—*‘‘If I were 
loosing quickly for 50 al 


oholics, I would 
ead for the nearest university and search 
:mong its faculty,” C. Nelson Davis, a 
Philadelphia psychiatrist said here. 

“One of the tragedies of alcoholism,” 
said Dr. Davis, “is that its principal vic- 
tims are our most brilliant people—doc- 
tors, lawyers, businessmen 
and even clergymen.” 

Director of the Malvern Institute in 
Philadelphia, a non-profit organization 
for psychiatric and alcohol studies, Dr. 
Davis addressed Methodist temperance 
leaders at an eight-day National School 
of Alcohol Studies and Christian Action 
sponsored by the denomination’s Board 
of Temperance. 

“Alcoholism,” he emphasized, “is a 
disease of the station wagon set and is 
not confined to Skid Row bums.” 

He said that total abstinence is the 
only sure answer to the alcohol problem. 
“T am convinced that if a man didn’t 
take a drink in his entire life, he wouldn’t 
have missed a thing,” he said. 


professors, 


Noting that drinking has become a 
kind of “social passport” in many circles, 
he said drinkers turn into alcoholics when 
they try to maintain the “rosy glow” 
which comes when “ordinary anxiety or 
tension” are quieted by liquor. 

“Somehow,” he added, “we have to 
teach our competent people to understand 
themselves, to live with their discomforts 
so that with knowledge they can keep 
their anxiety constructive rather than de- 
structive.” 

George Maddox, professor of sociology 
it Millsaps College, Jackson, Miss., said 
the alcohol problem in the U.S. has be- 
ome a matter of “dealing not only with 
li;uid in a bottle but with the whole life 
of man.” 

Pointing out that the alcoholic “ap- 
pears throughout our society,” he stressed 
that alcoholism is a social and medical 
problem of major proportions. 

Although alcoholics number a minor- 
ity among drinkers, he said, their ranks 
of “between four and five million men 
and women who are physically, socially, 
emotionally and spiritually ill” consti- 
tute an impressive segment of society. 
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J. B. 


“Shack amid the ruins’’? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


NOTE: Hereinafter, J.B. means 
the play by Archibald MacLeish, still 
running in New York City. J.B. 
means the character ‘J.B.’ Job 
means the character whose name 
is the title cf the Old Testament 
drama. Job (in italics) means the 
O. T. book presenting that drama. 


HIS is going to be another of those 

cat-may-look-at-a-king pieces. J.B. 
has been reviewed, panned or raved over, 
by many more eminent persons and more 
competent judges of such things than your 
present writer. All he has done was to 
see the play one memorable night, and 
afterwards read the arguments about it 
+ Tom Driver, Samuel Terrien and Pitt 
Van Dusen in The Christian Century for 
June 11, 1958, Jan. 7 and 28, 1959, and 
the article by Dr. Thelen in the Jour- 
nal of Bible and Religion for July, 
1°59; also to listen to and argue with 
preachers who have seen it, including one 
professor from a Southern Presbyterian 
seminary who has seen it three times. 
The one thing they all agree on is: See it 
by all means! To which the writer can 
only add his unoriginal Don’t miss it!! 
In spite of its defects, which are obvious, 
such as needless coarseness, it is a play 
of special and strong interest for every 
student of the Bible, being based in 
the Biblical poem of Job. 

At this point agreement ceases. The 
above-mentioned pundits do not agree 
with one another, nor I with them. Liv- 
ing in the hinterlands, and not exposed 
to Culture as frequently as those who 
live within half a day’s drive of New 
York, or actually within the purlieus of 
Babylon, probably I am less inclined to 
be critical on the rare occasions when it 
is possible to see a sure-enough Drama. 
Dr. Van Dusen’s impressions are more 
like the writer’s than those of most of 
the others he has seen or heard; but 
somehow they all seem to be too hard on 
J.B. They criticize it for not being what 
it was not intended to be. 

It would be possible to write a long 
article critical of the critics, but that is 
not the intention here. Three comments 
will be aired, and if they sound dogmatic, 
that must be because I am following some 
dogmatic examples!. After all, no matter 
how positive and dogmatic a critic is, all 
he can really say is, This is how it looks 
to me. 

Everybody the writer has read after 
or talked with, is familiar with Job. They 
have a common complaint (though they 
apply it at different points): J.B. isn’t 
Job. Why should it be? How could it 
be? Mr. McLeish knew very well that 
J.B. isn’t Job, and J.B. (the man in the 
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play) is not Job either. Mr. MacLeish, 
to be sure, depreciates his play too much 
—and incidentally writes-down Job 
without reason. In a comment he wrote, 
he compares his work to the hovels of 
Bedouin Arabs who put up their tin-and- 
rubble shacks in the midst of the ruins 
of Palmyra. Well, Job is no ruin, and 
J.B. is no shack. But if the lines of the 
shack do not run with the lines of the 
ancient palace, the towering columns 
give the little hut a setting of grandeur 
that it could not have elsewhere. 

That, however, is not main point No. 1. 
The point is: An artist whose inspira- 
tion is drawn from another work of art, 
out of a different millennium and a 
wholly different culture, should not be 
blamed for not reproducing the original. 
The creative artist has the right and the 
obligation to create on the pattern which 
has been shown to him, not to some by- 
gone artist. We do not blame Shakes- 
peare for taking liberties with tales that 
were old when he was young; why not 
extend the same courtesy to our contem- 
poraries? Incidentally, as against one 
critic who scores J.B. a “clean miss” and 
another whose complaint that J.B. mis- 
represents Job really means no more than 
that J.B. fails to bring out the critic’s 
(sadly mistaken) idea of what Job means 
—this writer thinks Dr. Van Dusen has 
hit on the right word. J.B. is Job, “trans- 
posed,” not echoed, reproduced, traduced 
or simply missed. 

As against the pundits, this reader 
of the Bible and the newspapers thinks 
that J.B. is a very fair and indeed mov- 
ing transposition of Job himself. The 
original Job is not “incredible” as one 
scholar claims. Not against the back- 
ground of the original drama. But if 
transcribed, not transposed, he would 
indeed be incredible. So the transposed 
J.B. has to be different. He is not an 
unpleasant character, either, as another 
scholar finds him. J.B. in fact represents 
the “ideal of every red-blooded American 
boy.” the corporation president, just as 
Job represents what all his shepherd bovs 
most admired. If the religion of J.B. 
is shallower by far than the religion of 
Tob, at any rate you must say that he 
has more religion, and is more articulate 
about it, than some would expect in a 
corporation president. All things con- 
sidered, Van Dusen is surely right when 
he speaks of the “imaginative fidelity,” 
the “nearly insupportable power and 
poignancy” with which J.B. is set before 
us. 

There are other instances of transpo- 
sition which show nothing short of 
genius. Bildad, Eliphaz and Zophar do 


not exist today, or if they do they are 
discredited. Some transposition was 
needed. The wrongness of Job’s friends 
lay precisely in this: they had a false 
solution to his problem, indeed they tried 
to tell him he really didn’t have the 
problem he thought he had. And that 
is just what the naturalistic-mechanistic 
historian, the seedy psychiatrist and the 
dismal theologian do for J.B. They try 
to throw him off the track; to make him 
believe that he is asking the wrong ques- 
tion in the wrong place. There is effec- 
tive symbolism here, too. By making 
these three characters as (literally) shab- 
by as they are, MacLeish suggests the 
real threadbareness of their various party 
lines. 

The ending of J.B. may be the most 
controversial point of all. MacLeish is 
castigated on all sides for following Job 
here instead of departing from it! The 
ending, in the Hebrew poem, is a 
“happy” one. Job gets wealth and fam- 
ily back and is better off than ever. Most 
scholars see this epilogue as a well-meant 
but mistaken addition by some scribe who 
was too dense to see the point of Job and 
so tacks on his own notion of what a 
happy ending ought to be. Now Mr. 
MacLeish takes this ending and makes 
something out of it; something the origi- 
nal author, or editor, whichever it was, 
did not make at all. This is transposition 
again. If the authentic Job said, “We 
have received good at the hands of God; 
shall we not receive evil?” J.B. can be 
thought of as saying also, “We have 
received evil at God’s hands; shall we 
not receive good?” This ending, which 
in Job is not religious but secular, and 
prosaic at that, is tense with religious 
meaning in J.B. When J.B. lies at the 
very bottom of his pit, and has nothing 
left by which he can be hurt, God offers 
him health, love, everything—which, as 
Satan can see, just gives God a chance 
again to “destroy him without cause.” Mr. 
Nickles (Satan) thinks J.B. should spit 
in God’s face, and will; but J.B., who 
has —— worse than death, now ac- 

s life. What the playwright sees is 
a at the theologian does not always see: 
that it sometimes takes more humility, 
and more courage, more faith, in short, to 
rccept life than to accept desolation. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Emporia-Sterling Merger 
Is Defeated by Synod 


TopeKA, KAN. (RNS)—Proposed merg- 
er of two Kansas Presbyterian colleges 
100 miles apart was rejected, 169-95, by 
the Presbyterian Synod of Kansas at a 
meeting here. 

The schools are the College of Em- 
poria and Sterling College, formerly op- 
erated by the Presbyterian Church in the 
USA and the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America, respectively. The two 
bodies merged last year to form the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA. 

Main argument against the school 
merger during the 90-minute floor debate 
was the fact that both institutions have 
built up facilities over the years and are 
currently engaged in expansion programs. 
Union had been recommended by a sur- 
vey committee which studied the col- 
leges’ roles since merger of the parent 
denominations. 

President Luther Sharpe of Emporia, 
with an enrollment of 300, said he fa- 
vored unification “to bring about the sta- 
bility both institutions need.” He pre- 
dicted that unless the Synod can find 
some other decision to achieve stability 
“both schools will be dead inside three 
years.” Sterling has about 400 students. 

Sterling’s President William J. Mc- 
Creery, who opposed the merger, said he 
was “not quite so pessimistic.” 





Intercollege Visitation 
Will Get Underway 


A program of intercollege visitation is 
getting underway this fall as an offi- 
cially supported program among the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., institutions. 

Agnes Scott in Decatur, Ga., was host 
for a week to a six-member team from as 
many different colleges. Team members, 
who were nominated by their colleges to 
the secretary of Higher Education, Hun- 
ter B. Blakely, were given an opportunity 
to explore areas of special interest and 
concern on the campus. They are seeking 
interesting, constructive and unusual pro- 
cedures in education and they are also 
free to offer constructive criticism at the 
institutions visited. 

The Challenge Fund for Presbyterian 
colleges pays the travel expenses of the 
visiting team and the host college pro- 
vides entertainment. The second visit 


of the series, by a different team, will be 
made to Southwestern at Memphis No- 
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vember 16-19 and another team will visit 
Austin College in Texas February 16-19. 
All 17 colleges of the denomination are 
participating in the program. 
ss 

Enrollment in the Queens (N. C.) 
Evening College, a program of Adult 
Education numbers 620. The three di- 
visions of the evening college are: (1) 
College credit courses, (2) general inter- 
est courses, (3) courses planned for busi- 
ness and industry. 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY ¢ The chairman of the 
board of trustees of a small college said 
recently: “If you have qualified men on 
your board you should let them work at 
the jub. You should let the hotel or res- 
taurant man on the board really get into 
your room and board business; you 
should let the public relations member 
really dig into your public relations ac- 
tivities; you should let your purchasing 
agent member actually inquire into your 
purchasing methods and results. And so 
on. Institutions go out in search of suc- 
cessful men to serve on their boards, and, 
on occasions, they agree to serve. Then, 
in too many instances, they discover that 
about all that is wanted of them is (1) 
approval of what you have been doing 
or plan to do, and (2) a check now and 
then.” All this applies with equal force 
to our church boards. 


TUESDAY e¢ Thirty-two years ago Sin- 
clair Lewis wrote a blistering novel about 
an unscrupulous evangelist. Now I see 
that Elmer Gantry is in process of being 
filmed in Hollywood. I hope we shall not 
Witness outraged protests froin Protestant 
groups; we have nothing to gain from 
such protests and everything to lose in 
the eves of honest men if we do not iden- 
tify ourselves with Lewis’ indignation 
against whatever is cheap and shoddy in 
our midst, even though it labels itself 
“religious.” 

WEDNESDAY @ Somebody was com- 
plaining today about the time spent in 
producing the weekly church bulletin, 
and wondering whether it was worth the 
expenditure of money and energy. After 
all, our fathers got along all right with 
nothing but a hymnbook and a voice. I 
must confess, however, that what worries 
me is not the time spent on the bulletin, 
but the lack of imagination in its use. A 
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church-school year beginning, now is 
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What about a prayer for daily use, a 
stop-press item from the mission field, 
or a letter from a doctor, a nurse, or a 
tradesman? Why must it always be a 
message from the minister ? 


THURSDAY e@ [I wonder whether the 
so-called pastoral prayer is really suited 
to our age? People are bombarded with 
words all day long, and they have de- 
veloped a protective shield. Would it 
Eesily not be better to invite the congregation 


well produced bulletin ought to be some- 
thing people could take home and read, 
and pass on to shut-ins, containing some- 
thing more than the order-of-service, 
which is pretty stereotyped anyway. 
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tion, I recall the wonderful sentence from 
P. T. Forsyth, “It is better to pray over 
the Bible than to brood over self.” 
FRIDAY e “The best texts are the 
mighty ones.” This is good advice, but 
it's a curious fact that sometimes a 
“pretty” or “poetic” text remains in peo- 
ple’s minds and hearts longer than a 
great one. One man I know owes his 
conversion to a sermon on “And there 
were also with him other little ships.” 
The preacher must have put the gospel 
into it, it is not there on the surface! 


SATURDAY ¢@ [| spent this Saturday 
evening reading Horton Davies’ new 
book, A Mirror of the Ministry in Mod- 

. V ner] 


ern Novels, in which this learned Prince- 


ton professor takes up fifteen modern 
novels depicting ministers of various 
kinds, Catholic and Protestant, liberal 
and orthodox. Some of the novels give 
back a very distorting image of us par- 
sons, others are immensely sympathetic to 
our problems and tensions. But what 
struck me was the interest taken in us. 
After all, this is supposed to be a secular 
age, yet there are more novels about men 
of God than about men of science. 


SUNDAY e As I sat in the pew today, 
flanked by a disc-jockey and a school 
teacher, I marvelled anew at the miracle 
of a fellowship that unites so many dif- 
ferent types and temperaments. As Wal- 
ter Rauschenbusch said, “When we com- 
pare her with other institutions there is 
none like her. . . .” 
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FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 15, 1959 
Acts 6:1—7:60 Printed Text 6:8-15; 7:54-60 


The first disciple to face death after 
Jesus rose from the dead and to reveal 
what death would henceforth mean to 
believers in Christ was Stephen. 

We know nothing of him save the little 
that is recorded for us in Acts 6 and 7. 
His name, however, which is Greek, in- 
dicates that he was a Hellenist, that is, 
a Jew who had adopted the Greek tongue 
and with it probably to some extent Greek 
practices and opinions; one who was born, 
probably, and lived for a while outside 
of Palestine, a man whom we would ex- 
pect to find emancipated from the cus- 
tomary narrowness of the Palestinian 
Jews. His speech in Acts 8, as well as 
his skill in debate, mark him as a man 
of learning and culture. The fact that 
Peter addressed the Sanhedrim as 
“Rulers of the people and elders” (4:8), 
while Stephen addressed them as “Breth- 
ren and fathers’ (7:2), indicates that 
he was a man of some position. It ap- 
pears from 6:1-5 that he was a man “of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom.” We are explicitly told that he 
was “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” 
and again that he was “full of grace and 
power,’ gracious in his speech and con- 
duct, we would say, and a man of great 
spiritual power. 


1. Stephen’s Ministry, 6:1-8 


Such a man would naturally be a 
marked figure among the disciples. That 
he had won the confidence of the entire 
church is evidenced by the fact that he 
was chosen as the first of a group of 
seven men to whom was entrusted the 
material needs of the congregation. 

From the very first the church in Jeru- 
salem permitted none of its members to 
suffer from material want. But as the con- 
gregation grew the simple arrangements 
of the early days no longer sufficed. Some 
of the Greek-speaking Jews felt that their 
orphans and widows were being over- 
looked in the distribution of relief. When 
their complaints reached the ears of the 
apostles they replied, “It is not desirable 
that we should stop preaching the Word 
of God to care for tables. Brothers, 
choose seven of your own number, men 
of good reputation, who are full of the 
Spirit (to whom God is a living reality, 
we might say) and are known to have 
sound judgment. We will assign this duty 
to them, so that we may continue to devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 
of the Word.” The plan commended 
itself to the whole body, and Stephen was 
the first man whom they chose. 

Stephen was not content, however, to 
“serve tables.” He also carried on the 
work of an evangelist. Effectively, pow- 
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erfully he preached the gospel to the 
people of Jerusalem, working also great 
signs and wonders, probably miracles of 
healing among them. Nor did he stop 
there. There were many synagogues in 
Jerusalem. Some of them, the exact num- 
ber is uncertain, belonged to the Hel- 
lenists, i.e., to the Freedmen (Libertines 
in the KJv—probably Jews taken cap- 
tive to Rome from some military triumph 
and later set free) to the Jews from Cyrene 
and Alexandria (in northern Africa) and 
from the Roman provinces of Cilicia and 
Asia (in Asia Minor). Stephen himself 
came, no doubt, from one or the other of 
these provinces. He began to preach 
Jesus in these synagogues and to argue 
or dispute about Jesus with the Jews 
who attended them. This was a new 
departure, the beginning of a Christian 
offensive such as had not been previously 
undertaken. It aroused the instant op- 
position of some of the Hellenistic Jews, 
among whom evidently was a brilliant 
young rabbi from Cilicia, Saul of Tarsus. 
None of them, however, could withstand 
the wisdom and the Spirit with which 
Stephen spoke, the wisdom—and the 
Spirit. 


Il. Stephen’s Arrest, 6:9-15 


Baffled in argument, his opponents had 
recourse to the device of defeated but 
obstinate disputants, an appeal to popular 
prejudice. They engaged men (the Greek 
word suggests a frame-up) to spread the 
report that he had spoken blasphemous 
words against Moses, i.e., the Bible, as 
they prossessed it, and against God. As 
a result they stirred up the people, the 
elders and the scribes against him. This 
was a momentous fact, as events proved, 
and marks a revolution in the attitude 
of the Jews toward the church. Hitherto 
the only opposition which the infant 
church had experienced had come from 
the Sadducees, powerful, but few in num- 
bers and unpopular with the people. The 
Pharisees, the popular religious party, to 
which most of the scribes belonged, were 
inclined to be neutral, while the great 
mass of the people, belonging neither to 
the sect of the Sadducees nor to that of 
the Pharisees, looked upon them with 
great favor (cf. 2:47; 3:13-16; 5:34-35). 
The opposition which Stephen’s enemies 
aroused against him marked a turning 
point in the attitude of the Jews toward 
the church. The hostility toward Stephen 
grew in time into a bitter hostility toward 
all followers of Jesus, branded hence- 
forth as a heretical sect opposed to Moses 
and the Law. 

The immediate result was Stephen’s 
arrest. The excited people rushed on 


him and dragged him before the San- 
hedrim. There they accused him for- 
mally of blasphemy, in that he “never 
ceases to speak words against this holy 
place (i.e., the temple) and the law 
(i.e., their Bible).” To support the first 
charge his enemies reported that he had 
said that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy 
the temple, and to support the second 
charge that he had predicted that Jesus 
would change the customs which Moses 
had delivered unto them. His words were 
wrested by his adversaries, but it is clear 
that they contained some basis in fact. 
Judging from the address that follows 
it is probable that Stephen saw more 
clearly or stated more boldly than his 
fellow disciples the temporary character 
of the Mosaic dispensation, that salva- 
tion was available through Jesus Christ 
apart from their rigid adherence to the 
Law and apart from their participation 
in the sacrificial cultus of the temple. 
He may have warned them also, as Jesus 
himself had done, that if they did not 
accept him and his way of life their 
nation, including the Temple, would be 
destroyed by the Romans. Apparently 
he was the first of the disciples to under- 
stand and to stress the universality of 
the gospel, and to suggest that the reli- 
gion of their fathers as fulfilled in Christ 
could not remain merely a Jewish sect. 

The members of the council kept their 
eyes fixed upon him as the charges were 
elaborated by his enemies and they “saw 
that his face was like the face of an 
angel.” This information Luke must 
have received from Paul. It probably 
enraged him at the time, but he remem- 
bered it later. And he also remembered 
the defense that Stephen made. After his 
conversion he took up the work that 
Stephen had begun and became the great 
champion of Stephen’s ideal, a universal 
gospel. There can be little doubt but 
that Stephen’s bearing, his words and his 
death, sowed the seed that ultimately 
bore their fruit in Saul’s conversion on 
the road to Damascus. 


Ill. Stephen’s Defense, 7:1-43 


After the high priest had heard the 
charges brought against Stephen he turn- 
ed to him and asked, “Is this true?” 
Stephen’s answer is reported more at 
length than any other discourse in Acts. 
The speaker was wise enough to see that 
he could answer the charges brought 
against him best by pointing out certain 
facts in Israel’s history. So he began 
with Abraham and brought the history 
down to the times of Solomon, and then 
suddenly halted his argument to level 
his charge against the nation. 

Stephen’s main purpose was not to 
instruct his auditors regarding the details 
of Israel’s history. He had been accused 
of saying that Jesus would destroy the 
temple. In reply he brought out the fact 
that God had appeared to the founders 
of the race in other places than the temple 
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and that when it was finally constructed, 
late in Israel’s history, the prophets had 
pointed out that God was not confined 
and indeed could not be confined within 
its walls (7:48-50). They had accused 
him secondly of declaring that Jesus 
would change the customs that Moses de- 
livered unto them. Stephen reminded 
them that the promise given to Abraham 
preceded the law and was not dependent 
on it, and that Moses himself had told 
the people that his law was not final, 
but that God would raise up another 
great prophet for the future (7:37). His 
main purpose, however, was to emphasize 
the fact that Israel had always resisted 
the Holy Spirit and misunderstood God’s 
saving purpose. “He first recited God’s 
early choice and guidance to the patri- 
archs (2-22), apparently to bring out the 
fact that God from the beginning had 
been leading Israel to a definite goal; 
then continuing this history he showed 
that the Hebrews had repeatedly resisted 
God's purpose for them, both in the days 
of Moses and subsequently (24-43) and 
had failed to see the temporary and typi- 
cal character both of tabernacle and 
temple (44-50).” This phase of his ar- 
gument culminated in the comprehensive 
charge: 

“You stiff-necked (or stubborn) people, 
uncircumcised in heart and ear [“circum 
cised in the literal sense, their disobe- 
dience and unresponsiveness to God’s rev- 
elation were such as must have been 
expected from the Gentiles to whom he 
had not made known his will as he did 
to Israel”—Bruce], you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do 
you. 

Your fathers, he went on to say, slew 
the prophets, and you betrayed and mur- 
dered the promised Messiah, “you who 
received the law as delivered by angels 
and did not keep it” (“you who hold 
tenaciously to the inspiration of the 
Bible,” he might have said, “but do not 
live by its precepts’’). 


IV. Stephen’s Death, 7:54-60 


As Stephen spoke of “the righteous 
One whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered,” those who heard him were 
filled with murderous rage. They ground 
their teeth as though they could bite him 
in two. But the eves of Stephen were 
lifted on high and in sudden ecstacy he 
cried, “Behold I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of man standing at the right 
hand of God.” It was the first appear- 
ance of Christ in his divine glory since 
the resurrection. His enemies could no 
longer restrain themselves. They cried 
out with a loud voice and stopped their 
ears—which is what men often do now 
when new and unwelcome truth is first 
brought to their attention—and rushed 
together upon him. Then thev cast him 
out of the city and stoned him. It was 
illegal for the Jews to put a man to death 
without the sanction of the Roman au- 
thorities, but the venerable Sanhedrim 
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had transformed itself into a mob, and a 
mob does not bother about the law—in 
the first century or in the twentieth—in 
the sacred temple area or on the venerable 
campus of a great and respected institu- 
tion of higher learning. They cast Stephen 
out of the city and stoned him, because 
Jerusalem was a holy city and could not 
be defiled by an execution. They were 
willing to lynch Stephen but not in Jeru- 
salem, because that was against their 
religious scruples—an interesting illus- 
tration of how religious men sometimes 
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel. 

Stephen’s death was not an easy one. 
One stone would bruise the body; an- 
other cut the flesh; finally the bones 
would be broken and the skull crushed. 
It was a slow and painful way to die. 
How then did Stephen face his end? It 
is significant to observe for, as we pre- 
viously noted, he was the first disciple 
to face death after the death and resur- 
rection of Jesus. Luke tells us that as 
they were stoning Stephen he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” No 
fear here, but quiet confidence and trust, 
even as Jesus had promised when he stood 
in the shadow of the cross, “Peace I leave 
you; my peace I give to you, not as the 
world gives, do I give to you” (John 
14:27). Then Stephen knelt down and 
cried with a loud voice, “Lord do not 
hold this sin against them.” 

It is not easy to forgive those who have 
wronged us, not easy to forgive nations, 
classes, or movements from which we 
have suffered. Jesus prayed for the men 
who crucified him, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what thev do.” But 
Jesus was the Son of God. Stephen was 
a man like you and me. Like you and 
me—maybe not. For we read again and 
again that he was a man full of the 
Spirit, one, that is, who had allowed the 
living Christ, the indwelling spirit of 
God to take full possession of his heart 
and mind. It was because he was fully 
surrendered to the Holy Spirit that he 
was “full of grace and power (6:5,8). It 
was because God’s Spirit lived in him 
that he was able to penetrate the veil 
that conceals God from our sight and see 
“the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God” (7:55). It was 
because he was full of the Spirit that he 
was able to live and die without bitter- 
ness, to pray for those who so cruelly 
tortured him. He could not have done 
it in his own strength; no more can we. 

“And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep.” Sleep has become a familiar 
term for death, so familiar that for manv 
it has lost its meaning. It was different 
when the wor@ was first employed. Its 
use here by Luke reveals clearly that for 
the first disciples death had lost its 
sting, the grave had been robbed of its 
victory (1 Cor. 15:55-56). When the 
end of the day comes, we lie down to rest 
and when we awake. it is the dawn of 
another day. The time comes for us 


all and for all those whom we love when 
we lie down for the last time on earth, 
and when we open our eyes it is the dawn 
of a new and brighter day, a day which 
shall never end. That is the hope which 
sustains those who believe in Christ 
whatever may befall. 

The cause of Christ has many enemies 
today. Many of our contemporaries are 
merely indifferent; others are self-center- 
ed and interested only in wealth or pleas- 
ure or power. In addition, there has 
arisen in our own day a movement com- 
peting with Christianity for the alle- 
giance of the masses of mankind, and 
which shrewdly, diabolically plots its 
destruction. 

Observers are agreed that this move- 
ment is powerful in part because Com- 
munists have a cause in which they be- 
lieve and because they are willing to 
work harder and to suffer more for their 
cause than are most other groups. Kao 
Tien-Hsi, a Chinese Christian, who for- 
sook Marx for Christ, recently wrote: 


“The noble qualities of the Communist 
partisans are their disciplined life of self- 
denial, their enthusiastic devotion, their 
zeal to preach and convert men, their 
ability to endure hardship and suffer per- 
secution, as well as their faith that Com- 
munism will conquer the world.” 


Many young Chinese Communists have 
given up their all—wives, children, prop- 
erty, families, even their lives—for the 
cause of the social revolution and for 
their party. In church history we have 
many, many more such examples than 
the Communists. Can we in this genera- 
tion keep up the spirit of sacrifice, mar- 
tyrdom, exertion in work, and hardship 
for our faith, for our mission, and for 
our Lord? If we have this kind of spirit, 
we will not be ashamed of being Chris- 
tians or afraid of failure. 





With this question we may well bring 
our study to a close. There are men all 
over the world who are ready to deny 
themselves and take up their cross and 
follow their Communist leaders. What 
we need is more men and women who 
will deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow Jesus. And such we 
must have in greater numbers if the mis- 
sion of the church is to go forward in 
our own day as it might. 


The Son of God goes forth to war, 
A kingly crown to gain; 

His blood-red banner streams afar: 
Who follows in his train? 

Who best can drink his cup of woe 
Triumphant over pain, 

Who patient bears his cross below, 
He follows in his train. 

The martyr first, whose eagle eye 
Could pierce beyond the grave, 

Who saw his Master in the sky, 
And called on him to Save; 

Like him, with pardon on his tongue, 
In midst of mortal pain. 

He prayed for them that did the wrong; 
Who follows in his train? 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrichted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

James M. Ammons, from 
Va., to Stuart, Va. 

H. L. Ross, from Laredo, 
Apartado #32, Zitacuaro, 
Mexico 

Glen A. Williams, from Ararat, Va., to 
1000 Third St., Radford, Va. 

Egbert G. Lineback, from Washington, 
N. C., to 2018 Roger Babson Drive, Or- 
lando, Fla. 

Richard A. Harrison, from Hugo, Okla., 
to the Hunter Memorial church, Holden- 
ville, Okla. 

Lawton Daugherty, from Sullivans Is- 
land, S. C., to the Little River-Dominick 
churches, Rt. 1, Kinards, S. C. 

Ezekiel Bell, formerly of the National 
Baptist Convention, is now an evangelist 
in North Alabama Presbytery, 1100 Pu- 
laski Pike, Huntsville, Ala. 

John M. Ash, from Rabun Gap, Ga., to 
208 E. Baldwin Ave., DeFuniak Springs, 
Fla., where he serves the Euchee Valley, 
Glendale and Red Bay churches. 

Beverly A. Asbury, from Fulton, Mo. 
(UPUSA), to the South Webster church, 
921 Edgar Rd., Webster Groves 19, Mo. 

John W. Grimes, from Nashville, Tenn., 
to the First church, Somerset, Ky. 

Howard D. Gress, of Orlando, Fla., 221 
W. Ivanhoe Blvd., N., has become execu- 
tive secretary of St. Johns Presbytery. 

Donald L. Erwin, from Princeton, W. 
Va., to 2405 Cardenas St., Tampa 9, Fla. 

W. E. M. Eqgink has been dropped from 
the roll of East Alabama Presbytery on 
the understanding that he has returned to 
the Dutch Reformed Church. 

Paul Mennenoeh of Alma, 
been honorably retired. 

Stewart H. Long has had his pastoral 
relationship with the Bel-Mar church dis- 
solved and he is engaging in home mis- 
sions work in the presbytery, continuing 
to live for the present at 3807 Kensington 
Ave., Tampa 9. 

Hubert C. Shelton, from Riceboro, Ga., 
to the Reedy River church, 114 Oregon 
St., Greensville, S. C. 

E. A. J. Seddon, Jr., former missionary 
to Mexico, now serves the St. Paul 
church, Box 647, Big Spring, Texas. 

O. A. Radford, from Jesup, Ga., to the 
Newell, N. C., church, Box 105. 

Lyle E. Olmstead, formerly of Emporia, 
Kan. (UPUSA), now serves the First 
church, 1101 Pile St., Clovis, New Mexico. 

David H. Moylan, from Columbia, S. C., 
2132 Ebenezer Rd., Rock Hill, S. C. 

James C. Willett, from Anson, Texas, to 
the First church, Happy, Texas. 

E. Bert Wilkinson, from Lugoff, S. C., 
to the Woodlawn church, Sharon, S. C. 

William O. Walker, from Austin, Texas, 
to 2517 Pickett Rd., Durham, N. C., where 
he is taking graduate work at Duke Uni- 
versity. 

Calvin C. Thielman, former 
ville, N. C., pastor, is now a 
Wheaton College, Illinois. 

J. Arthur Strickland, from Odessa, Tex- 
as, to the Federated Presbyterian Church, 
Vernon, Texas. 

Max Ecke, Jr., from New Orleans, La., 
to Suland Circle, Rt. 2, Ellicott City, Md., 
where he will be leading in the develop- 
ment of a new work in the St. John’s Lane 
area of Howard County. 

D. O. Mcinnis, from Fayetteville, N. C., 
to 3019 Country Club Dr., Charlotte, 
N. C. 

Charles D. Whiteley, Second church, 
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Nokesville, 


Texas, to 
Michoacan, 


Ark., has 


Waynes- 
student at 


Albemarle, N. C., will retire from the ac- 
tive pastorate Jan. 1. 

Neil C. Leach, Thibodaux, La., has ac- 
cepted a call to the York, S. C., church. 


Unitcd Presbyterian, USA 


Stiliman A. Foster, from Pittsburgh, 
Pa., to 216 Clenmore Blvd., New Castle, 
Pa. 

H. Grant Mason, who has been assistant 
director in the Assembly’s Office of Minis- 
Relations, has become the execu- 
tive of Columbus, Ohio, Presbytery, suc- 
ceeding Ivan L. Wilkins, who retired last 
June, 

James L. Grazier, formerly of Norris- 
town, Pa., has succeeded George O. Reem- 
snyder, now retired, as executive of Cleve- 
land Presbytery. 

William B. Payne, from Hazelton, Pa., 
to the Plain City, Ohio, church. 

Maurice E. Roberts, from Cleveland, 
Ohio, to the U. S. Veterans Administra- 
tion Center, Dayton, Ohio. 

Charles W. Rawlings, from Lehighton, 
Pa., to minister-director of the Garden 
Valley Neighborhood House, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Elvin J. Olson, from Maumee, Ohio, to 
the First church, Hamilton, Ohio. 

James M. Nash, from Youngstown, 
Ohio, to assistant pastor of the Poland, 
Ohio, church. 

William M. Harper, from Springfield, 
Ohio, to Kent, as a presbytery missionary. 

John C. Casti!e, from Niles, Ohio, to the 
College Avenue church, Alton, III. 

L. Gordon Blasius, from Bay Village, 
Ohio, to the John Knox church, N. Olm- 
stead, Ohio. 

Hardigg Sexton, from San Diego, Calif., 
to the chaplaincy of Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio. 

Robert J. St. 
Ohio, to the 
Ohio. 

William J. Murphey, Jr., from Cleve- 
land Heights, Chio, to co-pastor of the 
First church, Greenwich, Conn. 

Boyd F. Jordan, from Adena, Ohio, to 
assistant minister of the First church, 
Beloit, Wis. 

E. John Harle, Jr., from Lansing, Mich., 
to associate minister of the Knox church, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Roland M. Anderson, from Outville, 
Ohio, to the Unity Parish, Cumberland, 
Ohio. 

John M. Coppic, formerly of Zanesville, 
Ohio, is now leading in the development 
of a new church for Columbus Presbytery. 

Richard E. Fruit, a recent graduate of 
Western Seminary, now serves the Lake 
Milton, Ohio, Community church. 

Paul A. Davie, formerly of Portland, 
Oregon., has been installed as pastor of 
the Sicrra Vista church, Yuma, Ariz. 

William C. Knobloch, formerly of Rocky 
Ford, Colo., is the new pastor of the First 
church, Mesa, Ariz. 

Donald B. Mattson, formerly of Tuba 
City, Ariz., serves the Miami, Ariz., and 
Superior churches. 

David R. Brown, formerly of Flagstaff, 
Ariz., is now assistant pastor at the Col- 
lege City-Lakeside church, San Francisco, 
Calif. 

Newton H. White, 3d, has begun work 
looking toward the organization of a new 
church in Northwest Tucson. 

John F. Dodson, formerly of Cloudcroft, 
New Mexico, is now serving as associate 
minister in the University church, Tempe, 
Ariz. 

Robert D. Mahaffy, 
N. Y., to the 
church. 

Clair V. McNeel, from Lisbon, N. Y., to 
Lamar, Colo. 

David E. Mulford, from 


ot 7 
terial 


Clair, 
North Hill 


from Cleveland, 
church, Akron, 


from 
Livonia 


Downsville, 
Center, N. Y., 


Schenectady, 


N. Y., to the United Fourth church, Al- 
bany, N. Y. ¢ 

Alfred J. Penney, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, has announced his intention to 
retire, 

Louis B. Rivera, from San Sebastian, 
Puerto Rico, to the Central church, Maya- 
guez, P. R. 

Ralph Hibbitt, from Williamstown, 
N. J., to the Flatbush church, Brooklyn, 
. = 2 

C. Luther Bostrom, from Buffalo, N. Y., 
to minister of Christian education, Lewis- 
ton, N. Y. 


DEATHS 

Walter Lapsiey Carson, 65, pastor of 
the First church, Richmond, Va., for 37 
years, died Oct. 24 in a Richmond hospital 
after a heart attack suffered a few hours 
earlier. Dr. Carson’s only other service 
following World War I was in the Second 
church, Memphis, Tenn., for three years. 

Edwin N. Rock, 63, executive secretary 
and stated clerk of Louisville Presbytery, 
died Oct. 8, following a brief illness. He 
had served the presbytery as executive 
secretary since 1937. 

Mrs. Reginald C. (Virginia Dukes) 
Louch, R. N., retired fraternal worker to 
India, died Oct. 8 in Duart, Calif., after a 
long illness. Mr. and Mrs. Louch retired 
in 1957. 

MISSIONARIES 

Billy Gammon, now serving in a special 
interdenominational youth assignment, is 
at Av. Ruy Barbosa, 170, Apt. 1901, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 

On furlough: 

INDIA: Katherine Slager, 55 Ralston 
Ave., West Sayville, L. I., N. Y. 

IRAN: Emma Degner, 170 S. 
Ave., Pasadena 5, Calif. 

PHILIPPINES: Mrs. Richard Poethig, 85- 
02 Newkirk Ave., North Bergen, N. J.; 
Dr. & Mrs. R,. B. Silliman, 47 Claremont 
Ave., New York 27. 


NOW 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 

New York headquarters offices of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, have 
moved from the long-established and 
famous 156 Fifth Ave. to 475 Riverside 
Dr., New York 27. 


DECORATED 

Mrs. J. Tinsley Smith, Mutoto, Belgian 
Congo, and Vernon A. Anderson, legal 
representative of the American Presby- 
terian Congo Mission in Luluabourg, were 
recently decorated by the Belgian govern- 
ment for their long and distiguished serv- 
ice in the Congo. Mrs. Smith received the 
Medaille d’Or de l’Ordre Royal du Lion, 
and Dr. Anderson was made an Officer 
de l’Ordre Royal du Lion. 


UTS, N.Y., DEAN 

Charles Edwin Mathews, acting dean 
and Auburn professor of Practical The- 
ology and deen of Auburn Theological 
Seminary which is in association with 
Union Seminary, New York, has been 
named Dean of Students of the seminary. 


Peace (College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 

At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Marengo 
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